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Duxbury resident 
Sue Clark transforms 
colorful fibers into 
fun and functional 
works of art.
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(Above) Skeins of yarn are stored in cubbies inside the Maddy and Me studio and extra bits and piece are stored in a clear glass vase. 
(Below) Sue Clark first learned to knit when she was 6 years old but only became serious about the craft in 2004.

When Sue Clark talks about her work, her philosophy is simple: 
“Do what you really love.” So it follows that this 52-year-old Dux-
bury resident loves every minute of every hour she spends de-
signing and making original hand-knitted and felted items for 
her business, Maddy & Me Designs. “It’s all about the texture and 
color,” says Clark. “Everything I make has to be fun or it has to 
make me smile.”

Clark has changed the focus of her business many times over 
nearly a decade and offers today’s buyer a wide range of imagi-
native products cleverly crafted in vibrant hues. Her designs 
are both fun and functional, and whether she is making a fuch-
sia handbag or a felted purple bowl filled with blue, turquoise, 
emerald, and marigold colored felted eggs, her goal is to create 
something that will be cheerful and uplifting.

The Maddy & Me enterprise (named for Clark’s daughter, 
Maddy) was started in 2004, when Clark was seeking a positive 

creative outlet. Clark’s father was undergoing chemotherapy at 
the time, and she would often drive him and her stepmother to 
Boston for the treatments. “I hadn’t knit for a long time be-
fore that, but I needed a project,” says Clark. After her fa-
ther passed away, she found a felting pattern for a bag and 
worked on it during the family’s summer vacation. “It needed 
to have great colors and it needed to be happy,” she says. She 
chose lime green, fuchsia and periwinkle yarns to make an 
eye-popping bag.

When a friend saw Clark’s finished product, she suggested 
that she submit some of her work to be juried for the Duxbury 
Art Association’s annual fall show. “At the very least,” her friend 
told her, “You’ll get good feedback.” As it turned out, the feed-
back was so much better than good. The judges loved her sam-
ples and offered her a booth at the front of the November show 
at Duxbury High School.

Sue Clark turned her knitting  
and felting hobby into a successful 

business she could operate as a 
stay-at-home mom.
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Finding time to pursue her new hobby was often a challenge, 
especially with four children under the age of 13 and a new 
puppy at home. Undaunted, she scrambled to design creative 
displays for the booth and went to work knitting and felting. 

“I was knitting all the time,” says Clark, who worked on proj-
ects whenever she had a spare minute. She would walk on the 
beach and knit, and she’d knit while at her children’s sports 
events or other activities. When the day of the show arrived, 
Clark was ready. “I had very good sales and the show started a 
following. People were intrigued,” she says. 

Since then, the business that started as “just a little thing I was 
doing,” has taken off. It fits perfectly into Clark’s life as a busy 
stay-at-home mom to Collin, a senior at Cornell; her daugh-
ter Maddy, a sophomore at Ithaca College; and Owen and Ben, 
a junior and senior respectively at Duxbury High. She is also 
“Mom” to Mabel, a lively Springer Spaniel, Elsie, a sweet Yellow 
Labrador Retriever, and Flo, a shy black cat with one white dot 
on her shiny black fur, which inspired her to expand her prod-
uct line to include felted pet toys.

Clark was only 6-years-old when her grandmother taught her 
to knit and she’s been at it, off and on, ever since. As one of three 
children raised in upstate New York to “a very creative and re-

A handmade drink Koozie fits snugly on a Mason 
jar and colorful felt squares are strung together 
to make a festive garland. 

Acorn shaped bowls with cute covers are made from one hundred 
percent wool yarn. The fibers are knit, felted, stretched in the 
Maddy and Me studio.

sourceful mother,” she made some of her own clothes and did 
numerous craft projects. Her blue eyes sparkle as she reminisces 
about her first major sewing venture—a full-length bathrobe in 
the wildest of colors. 

“I did a lot of sewing and went through a huge needlepoint 
phase,” says Clark. “I did a ton of embroidery when I was in 
high school too. People were big into embroidered jeans in 
those days.” 

Clark laughs as she questions who first came up with the idea 
of “taking two sticks and a piece of yarn to make something?” 
And, who discovered that when a knitted item is tossed into hot 
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(Above) Clark makes cute holiday decora-
tions by stringing felt pieces together with 
silver jingle bells. 

Pretty felted handbags are huge sellers.

soapy water in a washing machine and 
agitated to “completely alter the nature of 
the fiber” the result would be felt?

The wool or fleece used for felting can 
be from sheep or other fluffy creatures 
including llamas and alpacas. After the 
animal is shorn, the wool is washed and 
cleaned and sent to a mill where it is ul-
timately spun into yarn. According to 
Clark, the washing machine basically 
reverses that spinning process, chang-
ing the nature of the yarn’s surface, 
urging it to tangle into a dense, matted 
fabric. “It almost takes it back to the 
matted sheep,” she says. 

From there, Clark unleashes her cre-
ativity and different designs evolve. She 
makes unique bags, eyeglass cases, pil-
lows, cell phone holders, felted bangle 
bracelets, seasonal pumpkin, apple and 
acorn boxes, Christmas garlands, wreaths 
and other decorations, as well as felted 

mittens and more.
Nothing goes to waste. Clark puts extra 

yarn scraps in a clear glass jar and when 
she has enough she fills a commercial 
suet feeder with various bright bits, ties a 
felted bird and tag on the front, and sells 
the piece as “up-cycled nesting material” 
for $13. Can you imagine what wonderful 
nests the birds would make in your yard 
with those colorful scraps?

The somewhat ordinary grey exterior 
of the Clarks’ Duxbury home belies the 
extraordinary activity within. Every-
where you look, there is something to 
catch your eye–colorful felt flowers in an 
equally colorful felt-covered Mason jar, 
a knitting machine for reinforcing bag 
handles, felted fall fruit and vegetables. 
“It’s all about the one-of-a-kind thing, 
embellishment and taking it to the next 
step,” she said, adding that everything is 
finished by hand.

At McSweeney & Ricci, we understand that every 
neighbor in our community deserves unique and 
personalized insurance services. We work closely 
with our clients to safeguard what matters most.

Call us today to experience the local difference.

781-837-7788    |    mcsweeneyricci.com    |    2021 Ocean Street, Marshfield

Happy Holidays

“SINCE 1984”

“A Full Service Window Treatment Company”

Plus...

SPECIALIZING IN SHUTTERS

A full line of HUNTER DOUGLAS products

Custom Drapes & Cornices
Bedcoverings, 

Re-Upholstery
Slipcovers & Other  

Interior Appointments

Call today for a free estimate

781-834-7236
SHOWROOM LOCATION

528 WASHINGTON STREET, HANOVER

www.shutterupbus.com

SPARROW HOUSE 
42 Summer Street, Plymouth, MA

508.747.1240 
www.sparrowhouse.com
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Simply the Best...
Scituate Harbor   781.545.6060

Pinehills   508.209.2343
Open Daily ~ sylviasbythesea.com

Anderson Fireplace
Serving Cape Cod, the Islands and Eastern Massachusetts

720 Brockton Avenue, Route 123, (across from Walmart), Abington, MA
800.472.1717 ~ www.andersonfireplace.com

GAS FIREPL ACES • GAS S TOVES • WOOD & GAS INSERTS
SURROUNDS & MANTEL S • GAS LOGS & DOORS • ELEC TRIC FIREPL ACES

Black
Ornage PMS 144

The Maddy & Me studio is a tribute to 
Clark’s creativity. Step through the door 
and you’re bowled over by an explosion 
of color – but a very orderly and orga-
nized explosion. Cubbies along two walls 
hold hundreds of skeins of yarn, sorted 
by shade, family, and thickness. Wooden 
dowels, hung from the ceiling between 
chains and secured with clothespins, hold 
rolls of plain, polka dot, plaid, and striped 
ribbon in every imaginable hue. Bins and 
boxes overflow with hundreds of small 
and large, plain and fancy embellish-
ments and other “bits and bobs.” If Clark 
finds a fabric store going out of business, 
she’s been known to buy all their trim to 
have on hand later for decorating bags 
and other items. 

 “This is my little piece of the world,” 
Clark says, pointing out that she’s so 
focused while creating that she often 
writes notes directly on the wall above 
her work area.

When she’s not working from home, 
Clark enjoys spending time at the shop 
Expressions, a local artists’ cooperative 
in Scituate where she displays Maddy & 
Me products alongside the work of 11 
other South Shore artists. What she likes 
best about the shop is that it provides an 
opportunity to meet, chat, and connect 
with her customers, who then don’t have 
to wait for the next craft show to find 
her. “They know where they can find my 
things every day,” she says. Knowing that 
her art is helping to spread a little hap-
piness to others makes all her hard work 
worthwhile. 

Sue Clark’s goal is to make items that 
make people smile.

To view more products by Maddy & Me 
Designs, or to place a custom order, 
visit www.maddyandmedesigns.com, or 
at www.maddyandme.etsy.com. Clark’s 
products are also available at Expressions, 
located at 132 Front St., Scituate.

www.lynevans.com412 Washington Street | Norwell, MA |  781.987.1527
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